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S246 Poster Session I2006 to April 2010, total 44 patients with refractory/recurrent AML
were enrolled. The median age was 29 (2 to 51) years old. The me-
dian blasts in bone marrow (BM) were 36% (20% to 92%) before
conditioning. The donors were identical siblings (6) or unrelated
ones (9) or haploidentical family members (29). Conditioning regi-
ments were individualized according to patients’ status. Usually,
the regimen with high-dose cytarabine plus BUCY/CYTBI was
used (20). The patients with impaired organ function received above
regimen except using fludarabine instead of cyclophosphamide (16).
For the recipients with more than 40% blasts in BM, in order to re-
duce leukemia burden, melphalan (2) was added into above regimen
or FLAG that followed by reduced-intensified BUCY (6) was em-
ployed. GVHD prophylaxis was reported previously (DP Lu et al.,
Blood 2006;107:3065). Prophylactic immunotherapy including
DLI, DC-CIK, NK cells, IL-2, IFN-a, thymosin was used in the pa-
tients (11) who were lack of GVHD 120 days post-HSCT. All but
two patients attained durable engraftment. The incidence of grade
II to IV aGVHD and cGVHD were 32.2%, 59.1%, respectively.
With median follow-up 11 (1-46) months, the relapse rate was
25.1%. Thirty of 44 (68.2%) patients have been in complete remis-
sion since salvaged HSCT. One-year disease-free survival and over-
all survival were 68.5%, 70.4%, respectively. Our clinical results
have shown that the combination of salvaged HSCT and prophylac-
tic immunotherapy is a promising modality for treatment of refrac-
tory/recurrent AML, even with high leukemia burden.251
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Introduction: Despite a high response rate to chemotherapy, the
vast majority of patients with AML are destined to relapse due to re-
sidual disease in the bone marrow (BM). The tumor microenviron-
ment is increasingly being recognized as a critical factor in
mediating cancer development and drug resistance. Leukemia cell
mobilization in vivo by the CXCR4 inhibitor, AMD3100 induced
chemosensitization to AraC, which translated into a significant
survival advantage in mice (Nervi et al., 2009).
Objectives: In vitro evaluation of the mechanisms involved in leuke-
mia cell chemoprotection to AraC-induced apoptosis mediated by
bone marrow stroma.
Results: A leukemia mouse cell line generated by knocking in the
human PML-RARa cDNA (APL) was cultured with or without
BM stroma supernatant (BMS; obtained from the BM stroma cell
line M2-10B4) and treated with AraC for 24 hours. FACS analysis
showed that BMS induced a significant and selective chemoprotec-
tion to Arac (25% vs 65% apoptosis respectively). There was no pro-
tection observed with other cytotoxic agents such as cisplatin,
etoposide, 5-FU, Gemtuzumab or radiotherapy. BMS did not mod-
ify the APL cell cycle status (CFSE, PI). AraC enters the cell via the
ENT (equilibrative nucleoside transporter). To verify whether the
soluble factor exerts an effect over the ENT, the activity of thismem-
brane transporter was investigated in samples with APL cultured
alone or cultured with BMS for 24 hours by the incorporation of ra-
dioactive adenosine. Interestingly, the data showed there is a 50% re-
duction in ENT activity, without changes in ENT mRNA or ENT
protein expression. This effect was confirmed by using the ENT in-
hibitor, NBMPR. Detection of caspase-3 activity was performed to
confirm apoptosis mediated by AraC, and the results confirmed
that the chemoprotection by the soluble factor causes a significant
reduction of caspase-3 activity and apoptosis. Cytotoxicity studies
by the MTT assay revealed that the inhibition of ERK (U0126) in
APL cells cultured with BMS significantly reverted the protection
and sensitized the cells to AraC treatment.
Conclusion: The BM stroma secretes a soluble factor(s) that
significantly protect APL cells from AraC-induced apoptosis by par-
tially blocking ENT activity and by activation of MAPK (ERK) in-
tracellular signaling pathways associated with cell survival andproliferation. Strategies that modify leukemia/BM microenviron-
ment interaction may potentially improve leukemia patient
outcomes.252
IMPROVED SURVIVAL OF PATIENTS WITH ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA
WITH NORMAL CYTOGENETICS AND FLT3-ITD MUTATION AFTER ALLO-
GENEIC HEMATOPOIETIC CELL TRANSPLANT: CONCURRENT NPM1
MUTATION NOT ASSOCIATED WITH BETTER OUTCOMES
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Background: Acute myeloid leukemia (AML) with normal cytoge-
netics (CN) is a heterogenous disease with an increasing number
of molecular mutations demonstrated in recent years. The FLT3 in-
ternal tandem duplication (FLT3-ITD) has been associated with ad-
verse outcomes; while outcomes of NPM1-mutated AML have been
favorable. The interplay between the various mutations remains to
be fully elucidated and hence the decision on which patients with
CN AML would benefit from an allogeneic transplant in first
complete remission (CR1) is in flux.
Aims: We undertook an analysis of the outcomes of adult patients
with AML to determine the impact of FLT3 ITD and NPM1 on
outcomes. We assessed whether complete response rate (CR), re-
lapse rate, OS and cumulative probability of relapse following che-
motherapy, autologous or allogeneic transplant are affected by the
presence of these mutations.
Methods:This is a retrospective analysis of adult CN AML patients
treated between 2003 and 2008. In our center, patients in CR1 below
age 50 years who have a sibling donor are usually offered an alloge-
neic transplant. Those who do not, either undergo consolidation
with high dose cytarabine or an autologous transplant. Patients
with poor risk features such as needing more than one cycle to
achieve CR are considered for an unrelated donor allograft if a suit-
able donor is found.
Results: Fifty-three patients with median age 51 years (15-61 years)
were treated. Of these, 20 underwent autologous, 9 sibling and 7
URD transplants while the rest received chemotherapy alone. The
frequency of mutations was FLT31/NPM1 (n 5 12) FLT1/
NPM- (n 5 10), FLT-/NPM1 (n 5 8), FLT-/NPM- (n 5 12), ei-
ther unknown (n 5 11). At a median duration of follow up of 22
months (0-78months) the probability of OS among FLT31 patients
was significantly different based on treatment type: sibling 66.7% vs.
URD 20.8% vs. autologous 13.8% vs. chemotherapy 0% (p \
0.001). Among FLT31/NPM- patients, the overall survival based
on treatment type: sibling 100% vs. auto and chemo 0% (p 5
0.001) while for FLT1/NPM1 patients: allograft 50% vs. autolo-
gous 22% (p 5 0.012). The numbers of patients with FLT-/
NPM1 were too few to analyze.
Conclusions: The presence of FLT3 ITD confers an adverse prog-
nosis on patients with CN AML but our data suggests a sibling allo-
graft may ameliorate this. The concurrent presence of NPM1
mutation with FLT3 does not appear to abrogate the adverse impact
and such patients should also be offered an allograft.253
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In addition to conventional G-banding technique, multiplex re-
verse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (mRT-PCR) could
be applied for the documentation of cytogenetic aberrations in diag-
nosing acute leukemia. The bone marrow samples from 276 patients
with acute leukemia were examined with mRT-PCR and the results
were compared with conventional cytogenetics with regard to com-
patibility and survival outcome. Concordance rate between G-band-
ing and mRT-PCR was 49.5%. G-banding did not detect
chromosomal aberrations that were documented with mRT-PCR
in 20.3% of patients as opposed to 27.9% of patients, vice versa. Fa-
vorable cytogenetic aberrations such as t(15;17), t(8;21), and inv(16)
